Clacton Rugby Club
Clacton XV

36 points;
Mistley XV

0 points

Friendly 



Saturday 7th January 2012

With both Clacton and Mistley not having a scheduled league fixture for either their first or second teams last weekend, the two clubs got together and arranged a club friendly.  This enabled both sets of players to blow away the New Year cobwebs, and also provided an opportunity for both teams to try a few things out before the next round of league fixtures.

Ground conditions at Vista Road were ideal and, despite the chill, several supporters took the chance to get out into the fresh air.  Although the match was billed as a ‘friendly’, there was still enough edge to the game for the referee to produce two yellow cards after just 20 minutes, and it as during this period of 14-a-side that Clacton took the lead.  The Clacton pack pushed the Mistley forwards back from 5 metres, and scrum-half Ritchie Turner scooped up the ball and dived over the line.  Aaron Redpath comfortably converted the extras, and the score remained at 7-0 until the final play of the first half when Seamus McGowan scored a second try.
The Seasiders ran in four more tries in the second half through Ollie Redpath, Darren Hotten, Ben Buxey and Aaron Redpath.  Aaron Redpath converted two of them to give a final tally of 36 points, but the scoreline on the day was irrelevant.  

All the sides are back in league action next Saturday [14th January 2012].  Clacton’s first team visit Writtle Wanderers for an Essex League Division One fixture, whilst Mistley’s first team resume their Eastern Counties Division Two programme with a visit to Hadleigh.  The two reserve teams both have home games in the Suffolk Merit League.  Clacton Kestrels are at Vista Road, where their opponents will be Brightlingsea Pirates, whilst Mistley seconds take on Colchester Cavaliers at Furze Hill.  All games kick-off at 2.15 pm.
